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In a groundbreaking study published in the Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education,
Emily Jo Noschese explores the transformative impact of the Bilingual Grammar
Curriculum (BGC) on Deaf education. This ASLirst curriculum is designed to enhance
bilingualism among deaf and hard-of-hearing students by establishing a foundation in
American Sign Language (ASL) grammar before introducing English grammar structures.
The study, which included insights from 12 experienced educators across various
educational settings, highlights several key advantages of the BGC, including:

Alignment with Linguistic Theories: The BGC is based on the Interdependence
Hypothesis, which suggests that skills developed in a primary language (ASL) enhance the
learning of a second language (English).

Adaptability to Diverse Learning Needs: Educators report that the BGC's structured
approach allows it to support students with varying language abilities, providing a strong
foundation for all learners.

Cultural Sensitivity: The curriculum acknowledges the unique cultural and linguistic
experiences of deaf students, making it a fitting tool in bilingual education frameworks.

Educator Training and Resources: The BGC also addresses a longstanding gap in
resources for deaf education, providing teachers with structured, adaptable materials
specifically designed for their students.

While challenges remain, particularly in the need for additional training resources and
whole-school integration, Noschese's findings underscore BGC's effectiveness in fostering
metalinguistic awareness and enhancing students’ confidence and academic
engagement. For educators and schools committed to advancing bilingual education, BGC
represents a forward-thinking, evidence-backed approach to ASL and English language
development.
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